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ABSTRACT 



This document is a report on the 2000 Cooperative 
Institutional Research Program (CIRP) survey results from first-time, 
full-time students at Mt . San Antonio College (SAC) (California). The survey 
gathered data on student demographics, background experiences, college 
expectations, attitudes, and opinions. It was administered to 1,000 students, 
867 of whom (87%) responded. Out of these respondents, 353 were classified as 
first-time, full-time students. Results include: (1) 73% of first-time, 

full-time students indicated SAC was their first college of choice; (2) 52% 

were first-generation college students; (3) 38% were 

English-as-a-second-language learners; (4) 72% were concerned with financing 

their education; and (5) 47% expected to obtain a bachelor's degree after 
attending SAC. Most respondents indicated that they chose to attend the 
college based on its academic reputation, low tuition, and placement of 
graduates. An interesting survey finding indicated that only 31% of the 
first-time, full-time respondents expected to be satisfied with their college 
experience at SAC. Overall, the survey findings could be utilized to help 
improve college services and programs in order to better meet student needs. 
The report includes tables that compare 2000 SAC CIRP findings with 1999 SAC 
results, along with 1999 and 2000 CIRP national norms for two-year public 
colleges.. (MKF) 
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The Cooperative Institutional Research Program (CIRP) is a national longitudinal study of the American systems of 
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During the Fall 2000 student orientation, 1,000 surveys were distributed to incoming Mt. San Antonio College 
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the CIRP is its consistency over time. Key components of the College’s Strategic Plan and Baldrige Accreditation 
Report focus on enhancing ones knowledge of new, incoming students and developing plans to meet the needs of 
our freshmen student. The CIRP report provides us keen insight to our new, freshmen students. Tracking students 
by cohort groups and conducting follow-up studies will derive potential benefits. 






CIRP does not provide the College with a comprehensive picture of its students. This report examines a sample of 
new students in one fall term, which is only one part of the population served by Mt. SAC. In addition, this report 
only analyzes a portion of the wealth of information collected in the CIRP report. 
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assistance in mathematics. 





Table 2. STUDENTS WHO FEEL THEY WILL NEED 
SPECIAL TUTORING OR REMEDIAL WORK 






2-Year Public Colleges 


1999 


o x 

O 
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27.6% 


5.1% 




o x 

O 

OO 


vP 

c x 

OO 

r-' 


3.3% 


2000 


14.4% 


31.6% 


7.6% 


12.8% 


10.4% 


9.3% 


4.9% 


Mt. SAC 


1999 


18.9% 
T norm 


40.6% 
T norm 


10.2% 
T norm 




17.5% 
T norm 


16.1% 
T norm 


8.7% 
T norm 


2000 


28.0% 
T norm 


40.5% 
T norm 


17.0% 
T norm 


28.9% 
T norm 


17.6% 
T norm 


18.1% 
T norm 


14.7% 
T norm 


Subject: 


English 


Mathematics 


Reading 


Writing 1 


Foreign language 


Science 


Social Studies 




This item included for the first time in 2000 
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Table 6. ACTIVITIES IN LAST YEAR 
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2-Year Public Colleges 


1999 


62.8% 


47.0% 


53.2% 


67.4% 


vP 

o x 

00 

i/S 


2000 


65.1% 


45.8% 


68.0% 


66.1% 


53.6% 


U 

< 

«S 

s-2 
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1999 


62.1% 


55.1% 
T norm 


47.8% 


55.1% 


42.3% 


2000 


vP 

0 s 

oi 

so 


58.4% 
T norm 


so 

0 s 

cn 

00 

CT) 


55.3% 


49.8% 


Activity 


Performed volunteer work 


Visited an art gallery or museum 


Used a personal computer (Note: comvarison 
group ’s response was 10 percentage points 
higher) 


Attended a public recital or concert (Note : 
comparison group ’s response was 11 
percentage points higher) 


Used the internet for research or homework 
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themselves high, medium, or low. For the nine items listed in Table 4, half of the respondents said they were 
above average or in the highest 10% of the population with respect to their basics skills abilities. Mt. SAC students 
rated themselves stronger in most of these areas than did the national normative group. 





Q 

Ed Ed 

> cc 
o < 
co ft. 

< S 
o o 
z u 



CZ3 

◄ 

03 

J 

J 



Ed 

oa 

03 
< 

03 
Ed 
> 

Ed 
03 <« 

< 



03 



Ed 

I 

H 

Q 

Ed 

H 

< 

0£ 



CQ 

ft! 

I § 

r O 



H 03 

o 

H r -’ 



Ed 

ft. 

Ed 

o 



H 
U 

Ed 

ft. 

03 
Ed Ed 

as > 

< 



x 

H 



£ 

o 



Ed 

X 

H 

O 

H 



X 

U 



H 

03 

Ed 

X 

a 



- x 



u w 



x 

H 

Z 



o 

Ed 

a 



a 

S3 

H 



Ed 

> 

< 



2-Year Public Colleges 


1999 


53.5% 


61.9% 


49.9% 


45.5% 


46.5% 


44.5% 


53.9% 


45.3% 


46.6% 


2000 


54.9% 


63.3% 


46.8% 


44.0% 


46.2% 


46.0% 


54.5% 


44.2% 


48.9% 


Mt. SAC 


1999 


67.5% 
T norm 


65.9% 
T norm 


54.8% 
T norm 


54.1% 
T norm 


50.2% 
T norm 


52.9% 
T norm 


57.9% 
T norm 


54.5% 
T norm 


54.1% 
T norm 


2000 


61.7% 
T norm 
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00 

in 


53.6% 
T norm 


52.9% 
T norm 


52.1% 
T norm 


51.5% 
T norm 


51.3% 


50.6% 
T norm 


50.5% 


Category 


y Understanding of others 


y Cooperativeness 


y Creativity 


y Self-confidence (intellectual) 


y Competitiveness 


y Self-confidence (social) 


y Drive to achieve 


y Self-understanding 


y Leadership ability 
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Figure 3. 

1999 vs. 2000 Miles from Home to 
Mt. SAC 
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72.5% of the year 2000 freshmen class had some or major concerns about how they would finance their 
education in comparison to 59.7% of the normative comparison group having similar concerns. 

50.7% thought one outcome of attending Mt. SAC would be an opportunity to socialize with someone of 
another racial/ethnic group. 

47% thought one outcome of attending Mt. SAC would be obtaining a bachelors’ degree. 
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